Study Guide for The Old Man and the Sea

Since this novel is not divided into chapters or parts, we will devide it using the following categories:  (a) preparing for the voyage; (b)  the voyage out to sea (c) the great battle  (d) the dreams (e) return to village

Part I Preparing for the voyage-1-28

1.  Find five examples of vivid imagery.  Identify this imagery as sight, taste, sound, touch or smell and state where (what page) the imagery is found.  Are any of these images expressed using simile or metaphor? If so, identify.

2.  Can you find an example of parallelism?

3.  Explain what type of relationship Santiago and Manolin have established.  Consider how they respond to one another, treat one another.  Do you think this relationship is normal or unique?

4.  A novel can contain more than one theme.  Can you identify a theme based on what you’ve read so far?

5.  Define the following words:  salao, guano, bodega, Virgign of Cobre, Joe diMagggio

6.  What is the point of view?  Why is Hemingway’s choice the best one?

Part II  The Voyage out to Sea-23-53

1.  Define the following words:  phosphorescence, alabore, fathom, effectually, iridescent, carapace, loggerheads, myriad, annulled, biht

2.  Provide examples of Santiago’s faith in himself as a fisherman and faith in the word and its creatures.

3.  As Santiago is rowing out, Hemingway provides examples of alliteration.  Find these and explain what effect(s) they provide.

4.  Explain the appearance of the large bird Santiago sees circling in the sky.  What purpose does this bird serve in the novel?

5.  Marine life and birds provide vivid descriptions and imagery.  locate several examples and explain their importance the story?

6.  Why do you think Hemingway has Santiago talk to himself?

Part II  The Great Battle 53-67

1.  All three of the elements of stoicism-endurance, self-sufficency, and virture- are illustrated in this section.  Give examples from the story of how Santiago exhibits these characteristics.

2.  Name three things that Santiago does to prepare himself to struggle with the fish.

3.  What two injuries does Santiago receive to his hands that could hinder him greatly in fighting the fish?

4.  How so you think Santiago would have felt had he freed the female marlin to rejoin her mate who had faithfully stayed with her after she was hooked by Santiago?
5.  Define the following vocabulary words:  bitt, sounds, laevender, pectoral, gunwale, longitudinally, rigor mortis, cirrus, undulation, and ptomaine.

Part IV the Dreams 67-86

1.  What characteristics do the old man’s dreams and musings reveal about him?

2.  List several examples of foreshadowing in this chapter.

3,  Define the following words:  norhter, calloused, ceding, dorsal, barried, interminable, shoal, periscope, stepped , thwart

4.  Why does Santiago use the word “strange” to describe both himself and the fish?  What does this choice of words tell us about his feeling for the fish?

5.  Name three signs in this section that Santiago is becoming more confident about his struggle with the fish.

Part V  The Catch and the Attack  86-114

1.  Define the following:  cumulus, dispersed, crisped, malignancy, mutilated, tiller, scavenger, vertebrae, cartilage, quartering

2.  Why does the old man say “come on and kill me?  I do not care who kills who.”?

3.  How are the dentuso sharks different from the galanos as far as Santiago is concerned?

4.  What examples do you find in this section that support the themes “the wisdom of old age? And the theme of “Compassion and love:?

Part VI  Santiago back in the village 115-125

1.  What is Hemingway trying to tell us when we see tourists mistake the great marlin’s skeleton?
