Study Guide for Great Expectations
Chapters 1-7

1.  Who is the narrator and what is your impression of him?

2.  With what frightening childhood memory does the narrator begin his tale?

3.  What is pip’s home life like?  How is he treated?

4.  Why does Joe think that Pip has been “bolting his food”?  Why does that bother Joe?

5.  What sort of “elixir” does Mrs. Joe give Pip?  Why?

6.  What does Pip steal from his sister’s house? Why?

7.  Pip meets someone on the marsh and thinks “It’s the young man.”  What young man?  

8.  How does the convict act when Pip brings the food?  Are you surprised by his reaction?  Is Pip surprised?  Do you feel any sympathy for the convict at this point?  Does Pip?

9.  What is the Christmas celebration at pip’s house life?  Does he enjoy it?  

10.  Why do the soldiers come to the door?  What do you think would have happened to Pip if the soldiers hadn’t shown up at that moment?

11.  After the soldiers arrive, how can you tell that both pip and Joe feel pity for the convicts?  Why do you think that is?

12.  What are the two convicts doing when they are discovered?  How do they seem to feel about each other?

13.  What lie does the convict tell before he is put on the prison boat?  How do you know it is a lie?  Why do you think he tells it?

14. Pip experiences internal conflict after stealing the food and file.  How is he “torn”?  Why doesn’t he tell Joe the truth?  Based on what you know of Joe so far, how do you think he would respond to pip’s admission of the truth?

15.  What is Pip’s schooling like?  Do you think he enjoys it?  From whom does he learn the most?

16.  How does Joe feel about his wife?  Why do you think he puts up with the way she treats him?  

17.  Who is Miss Havisham and why does she want to see Pip?  Why is Pip’s sister so anxious that he should go?  How does Pipe feel about going?  

Chapters 8-12

1.  What kind of host is Mr. Pumblechook?  Why is Pip glad when it is time to leave for Miss Havisham’s? 

2.  What do Pip and Estella seem to think of each other?  Why do you suppose Miss Havisham doesn’t tell Estella to be more polite to their guest?

3.  What is strange about Miss Havisham and her surroundings?  Why do you suppose Pip doesn’t just run away from this strange scene?

4.  Miss Havisham says that she wants “diversion.”  Does Pip succeed in providing that for her?  How or why not?

5.  How does Pip feel after his visit with Miss Havisham?  Why do you suppose he doesn’t have a “thicker skin”?  Why doesn’t Estella’s insults “roll off his back”?

6.  How and why does Pip exaggerate in telling about his trip to Miss Haversham’s?

7.  Why does Pip admit to Joe-but not to his sister and Pumblechook-that his stories about Miss Havisham are lies?
8.  What “special agreement” does Pip make with Joe regarding Joe’s education?

9.  How does Pip know that the stranger in the jolly Bargeman knows “Pip’s convict”?  What does the stranger give Pip?

10.  What does Pip mean by describing the three ladies and one gentleman at Miss Havisham as “toadies and humbugs”?  Who is Camilla du Raymond criticizing?  What are their complaints against him?

11.  What work does Miss Havisham have Pip do?  Does he mind?  

12.  How does Miss Havisham seem to feel about her visitors?

13.  Why do Pip and the “pale young gentleman” fight?  What is the outcome?  Why isn’t Pip happier about being the victor?

14.  Why do you think Estella tells Pip he may kiss her?  Why doesn’t Pip enjoy the kiss? 

15.  Why does Miss Havisham want to see Joe?  

Chapters 13-18

1.  What do Joe and Miss Havisham talk about?  What does she give Pip?  How much is that in American money?

2.  Why does Pumblechook take Pip to the Town Hall?  Why does Pip feel like a criminal?

3.  How has Pip’s attitude toward his home and toward blacksmithing changed?  Why?
4.  Why doesn’t Joe think it is a good idea for pip to continue to visit Miss Havisham?

5.  Who is Orlick? How can you tell that he doesn’t like Pip or Pip’s sister?  Why does he dislike him?

6.  What happens to Pip’s sister?  Why does Pip, with his head “full of George Barnwell,” believe that he is a suspect in the crime?  Why does he worry that he unwittingly provided the instrument for the attack?

7.  How does Pip’s sister change after the attack?  How does the household change?

8.  What is Biddy like?  What does she think of Pip’s plans to become a “gentleman”? 

9.  Why doesn’t Biddy like Orlick?  Why doesn’t Pip try to have Orlick dismissed?

10.  Why does the “strange gentleman” request a private conference with Pip and Joe?  

11.  Where has Pip heard the name of his tutor before? 

12.  Why does Pip assume that Miss Havisham is his secret benefactor?  What reasons do you suppose she might have for wanting to remain anonymous?  How does Pip feel about leaving home?

Chapters 19-23

1.  What preparations does Pip make for his journey?  How does Mr. Trabb’s attitude toward Pip change?  How does Mr. Pumblechook’s attitude change? Why?

2.  Why doesn’t Joe walk with Pip to the coach?

3.  What is Mr. Jaggers’ office in London like?  When you read the description how does it make you feel?

4.  How does Mr. Jaggers treat his clients?  How do they act toward him?

5.  What are your impressions of Mr. Wemmick?  Do you like him?  Does pip?

6.  What is the contrast between what the Barnard inn turns out to be like-and what Pip had hoped his new living situation would be?

7.  Why is Mr. Pocket, Junior, out when Pip arrives?  Why are Pip and Mr. Pocket, Junior, surprised when they see each other?

8.  What does Herbert reveal to Pip about Miss Havisham’s past?  Why have Herbert’s father and Miss Havisham been at odds?  

9.  What does Pip ask Herbert to teach him at dinner?

10.  What does Herbert choose to call Pip and why?  What does this show you about Herbert?

11.  Besides Pip, who else rooms in Herbert’s house?  

12.  What is Herbert’s family like?  Would you like to be a member of that family?

Chapters 24-30
1.  Does Pip have a high opinion of his tutor?  What do you think makes a good teacher?

2. What are the “horrible heads” in Mr. Jaggers’ office?  

3. Why is Pip curious about dining with Mr. Jaggers?  

4.  Why does Pip like Startop more than Drummle?  What is the contrast between the two young men?

5.  Why do the Pockets-except for Herbert’s family-hate Pip?  

6.  What is Wemmick’s home like?  What does it “say” about him?  Are you surprised that he has this sort of home?

7.  Why does Jaggers’ housekeeper remind Pip of something from Macbeth?  How does she act?  

8.  How does Jaggers show his interesting Drummle?  Why do you think Jaggers is so interested in Drummle?

9.  Why does Drummle almost come to blows with Startop at Jaggers’ house?  Why do you think Jaggers says that he likes Drummle, nevertheless?

10.  Why does Biddy write to Pip?

11.  Why does Joe come to visit Pipe?  Why doesn’t Joe stay longer?  How do you think Pip feels after Joe leaves?

12.  Who sits in the coach with Pip?  Why is Pip so frightened?  

13.  Who is Miss Havisham’s porter?  How does Pip have him fired-and why? 

14.  Does Estella encourage Pip?  Do you think she is “leading him on”?  Why is he so infatuated with her, still?  Why does Miss Havisham tell Pip to love Estella?
15.  What is Herbert’s advice about Estella?  Do you think his is good advice?  What is his love-life like?
Chapters 31-37

1.  What play does Pip see?  Why?  How does he like it?

2.  Why does Estella write to Pip?  Does he mind being asked that favor?  

3.  What is Newgate?  How does Pip react to what he sees?

4.  Why is Estella going to Richmond?

5.  Do you think Estella feels bitter toward Miss Havisham for the way she brought Estella up?  Should she?

6.  What are some of the negative influences that Pip’s “expectations” have on him and Herbert?  How do they get into debt?

7.  Is Pip sorry when his sister dies?  Where will Biddy go now?

8.  Why does Pip get angry with Biddy after the funeral? 

9.  How does Pip’s relationship with Jaggers change when Pip “comes of age”?  

10.  Who is Miss Skiffins?  Do you think she and Wemmick are well-suited?

11.  What advice does Pip seek from Wemmick?  Why does Pip want to help Herbert?  How does Wemmick help Pip accomplish that?

Chapters 38-43

1.  Why do Estella and Miss Havisham argue?  Do you think Miss Havisham is to blame for the way she raised Estella-or was she doing the best she could?

2.  Why is Pip jealous of Bentley Drummle?  Why do you think Estella encourages Drummle?

3.  Why does the convict come to see Pip?  How does Pip treat his guest?  What does he learn about how the convict made his fortune?

4.  Why is Pip so upset to realize who his real benefactor is? 

5.  What danger is the convict in?  Does Pip feel a responsibility to protect the convict?  Do you think Pip is doing the right thing in hiding the convict?

6.  Why does pip feel that he can’t accept any more money from the convict?  Would you take the money?

7.  Why does the convict hate Compeyson so much?  

8.  How is Compeyson connected with Miss Havisham?

9.  After the convict arrives, why does Pip plan a trip to see Estella?

10.  Why are Drummle and Pip traveling in the same direction? 
Chapters 44-50

1.  Pip confronts Miss Havisham about letting him believe that she was his benefactor.  Has she led him on?  Does he have a right to be angry?  Does she seem sorry?

2.  How does Estella explain why she plans to marry Drummle and not Pip?  How does he take it?  What does Miss Havisham seem to think of the wedding plans?

3.  What favor does Pip ask of Miss Havisham?  Are you surprised that she doesn’t refuse?

4.  What is the note Wemmick sends Pip?  Why does he send it?  Do you think he is to be trusted?  Does Pip?

5.  What plan does Herbert come up with for hiding the convict?  Why does Wemmick refer to the convict as “Tom, Jack, or Richard” while explaining the plan to Pip?
6.  Why does Herbert consider it a “blessing…for the son of my father and mother, to love a girl who has no relation…”

7.  How does the convict feel about going abroad?  Is he afraid to die?

8.  What plan does Pip have for getting the convict out of the country?  How does he prepare?

9.  What distressing news does Pip get from Mr. Wopsle after watching Wopsle’s play?

10.  When and how does Pip realize that Jaggers’ housekeeper is Estella’s mother?  What does he learn from Wemmick about the woman and her child?
11.  Why do you think Miss Havisham gives Pip the money for Herbert?  Has Miss Havisham changed since she first met Pip?

12.  What does Miss Havisham have Pip sign?  Do you think he really forgives her?

13.  How is Miss Havisham injured?  What would have happened if Pip hadn’t returned when he did to her room?  Why did he return?
14.  In talking with Provis/Magwitch, what does Herbert learn about the convict’s wife?  How does Pip figure out that Provis is Estella’s father?  

Chapters 51-56

1.  How does Jaggers explain his role in giving Estella to Miss Havisham?  Do you think he did the right thing?  Do you think that Estella’s father and mother should be told that they are dwelling near each other in London and that their daughter is alive and well?

2.  Of what has Pumblechook managed to convince the landlord-and most of the others in the town where Pip was raised-about his role in Pip’s fortune?

3.  Who sent the dirty letter?  Do you think that Pip is foolish to go to the sluice-house alone?

4.  Why does Orlick hate Pip so much?  According to Orlick, why was the attack on Pip’s sister Pip’s “doing”?  Why does Herbert show up?

5.  What is Pip and Herbert’s plan for getting the convict to the boat?  Why doesn’t it work?  

6.  How does Compeyson die?  How is the convict injured?  

7.  Why does Herbert have to leave Pip?  What do you think Herbert would say and do if he knew where the money to advance his career had come?

8.  Why does Wemmick decide to take his first holiday in twelve years?
9.  As the convict lies dying, what does Pip tell him?  How has Pip changed in his feeling toward the convict?

Chapters 57-59

1.  Why does Joe come to Pip after the convict dies?  What sort of illness dose Pip seem to have?

2.  What has happened to Miss Havisham?  Do you think Pip grieves for her?

3.  Why did Miss Havisham leave money to Matthew?  How does that make Pip feel?

4.  What has happened to Orlick?

5.  Does Joe know who Pip’s patron was?  Does he know why the convict left money to Pip?  How does he feel about what he knows?

6.  Why does Joe grow more uncomfortable as Pip grows stronger?

7.  Why does Joe leave without saying good-bye?  Why does Pip decide to return home three days later?  What surprise does he have when he gets there?

8.  Do you think Pip is really happy for Joe and Biddy?  Do you think he is jealous?  How do you think Joe would have reacted if Pip had earlier mentioned his own hopes for marrying Biddy?
9.  How does Pip spend the next 11 years?  Do you think he is happy?  Why do you suppose he never marries during that time?

10.  What has Pip heard about Estella’s marriage?

11.  How does Pip happen to see Estella again?  How has her attitude changed?

12. Why do you think the author ends by describing Pip and Estella walking hand in hand-“as the morning mists had risen long ago when I first left the forge, so the evening mists were rising now”?  What do you think will happen to Pip and Estella now?
